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Festival technical director

Aziz Dildar, born in Kabul in 1981,
has followed higher education
studies in the field of cinema and is
currently a professor of the Cinema
Department of Kabul University. He is
also working for Roya Film House as
general manager. He has participated
in several international festivals and
has concentrated on writing. One of
his film scripts was chosen among the
30 best films scripts in South Korea
in 2009. He has written and directed
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short film scripts. His films have
screened in a number of international
festivals, including the Gothenburg
International Festival, Exile Festival
in Sweden, South Korea, Asian Films
Festival in Goa, South Asian Films
Festival in Mumbai, SOAC in Canada,
and Mumbai International Festival.
Aziz Dildar is working as scriptwriter
and director as well as adviser and
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several plays for television and several

technical adviser in some productions.
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Alka Sadat is Coordinator of the First
International Women’s Film Festival-
Herat. Alka Sadat was born in Herat,
Afghanistan. She studied Cinema in
Italy. Her first film “No. 1” brought her
recognition by winning the Afghan
Peace Prize. Alka has since made
numerous documentaries winning
international awards all over the world
as cameraperson and director. She has
made 18 documentary films and one
short fiction film. Alka is passionate
about human rights, in particular
women'’s rights. Her desire is to not
only to address the problems Afghans
face, but to also show the good side of
Afghans and their culture.
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Mona Zandi Haghighi, born in 1972, a graduate of Architecture from Tehran
University, is a film director. Before making films, she worked as stage photographer,
stage secretary, and planner in several films, and cooperated with Iranian directors
Rakhshan Bani-E’temad and Kianoosh Ayyari in several films and made short -35
mm and documentaries. She was also joint director (with Rakhshan Bani-E’'temad)
of “Our Times” in 2002. She has also made several TV series in Iran, is a founding
member of the Short Films Society and a member of Directors Association of Iranian
House of Cinema and has been a jury member in several festivals. Her first feature film
“On a Friday Afternoon” (2006) won several prizes, including: the Crystal Simorgh
Special Jury Prize, the Silver Alexander Special Jury award at the 47th Thessaloniki
International Film Festival, the best film award at Cologne Festival (Germany), best
film chosen by the viewers at the Chicago Festival and best film award at the Oriental
Studies University in Paris.
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Simona Lanzoni has a Political Science
degree and works to promote the economic
and social empowerment of women in

the world connecting themes of peace

with those of rights and development
through a gender approach, and combating
discrimination and violence against women
and girls. She was in touch and supported
Afghan women organisations since 1999.
She worked stably in Afghanistan from 2003
up to 2005 to start up a project empowering
economic conditions of families living in
Kabul area, women’s education, health
conditions and right awareness. The Italian
organisation she works for (F. Pangea)
supports that project, which is run by a local
women’s NGO in Kabul. She is a member

of the Group of Experts (GREVIO) of the
Council of Europe to monitor the application
of the “Convention on preventing and
combating violence against women and
domestic violence”, the so called “Istanbul
Convention.”
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Eng. Latif Ahmadi is the director
of Cinematography Institute in
Afghanistan. A former head of
Afghan Film, he has been active in
the field of cinema since 1975, has
founded Ariana Film and worked in
Afghanistan Embassy in Tajikistan.
He has directed and produced
numerous films.
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Kelsey Cherland is the Film Festival
Coordinator for Women>s Voices Now
(WVN), a non-profit based in Los
Angeles, CA that seeks to amplify the
voices of all women living in Muslim-
majority societies by promoting their
free expression. She is interested in
diversity in leadership, diplomacy,
and human rights. She earned a

BA in International Relations from
Claremont McKenna College and
conducted cultural research and at
Abu Dhabi University, interned with
Save the Children. Most recently,
Kelsey worked in her hometown of
Lawrence, KS, USA at the University of
Kansas as a program assistant to the
Kansas Womens Leadership Institute
(KWLI).
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Uma Tanuku, a freelance filmmaker, works from Delhi, India. She is a
graduate of business management and foreign trade and has done a -3year
course at the Film & Television Institute of India. Since then, she has been
involved with many documentary projects as a line producer,; including
films made for BBC and UNDP. Her first film “Night Hawks” (2012) was a
documentary that looks at the city from the perspective of people who work
at night. She is working on her second film on feminist publishing “Giving
Voices”. Uma was the Festival Co-Director at the IAWRT Asian Women'’s Film
Festival for 3 years from 15-2013 and will be the director of the festival’s
12th edition. She has coordinated three curated film festivals for IAWRT

in 2012 and 2014, has helped run Delhi Film Archive, a documentary
filmmakers’ collective, and worked for 3 years on an UNDP program on South
Asian Masculinities.
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Diana Saqeb, documentary film
maker and women’s rights activist,
studied Cinema at Tehran Art
University to become a film director.
She is the President of Mardumak
Media based in Kabul, and has
made more than 15 documentaries
and short fiction films during her
artistic career on human rights,
women’s rights, women and sport,
women and politics and health.
Diana was also Executive Director
of the first and second Afghanistan
Human Rights Film Festival (-2011
2014). She has worked as deputy
director on the second and third
editions of the Kabul International
Film Festival (2010-2007) and
Second Take (2008), a film festival
with principal focus on Gender and
Cinema.

Abdul Wahid Nazari, born in Kandahar
in 1953, received his BA in Law and
Political Science in Kabul, his MA in
Cinema and TV Directing and his PhD in
Bulgaria. He has held numerous posts
since returning home in 1982: Director
of TV, director of Afghan Film, President
of Afghan Film, Board member of Artists
Union, president of Cinema Society

of the same union, professor of Arts
Faculty and first teacher of cinema in
Afghanistan, chairman of Ariana TV,
chairman of Shahmshad TV, general
director of National Radio and TV of
Afghanistan and director of Supreme
Council of Press and Culture at the
Ministry of Information and Culture.

He has made numerous documentaries
and films for television, short films

and documentaries, feature films,
comedy series and TV drama pieces
and has written satirical anthologies
and theoretical articles and translated
writings on cinema, short screenplays,
short drama scripts and children’s
stories. He was the first Afghan director
to be invited as a Jury member to Varna
International Festival in 1985 and has
been a member of the Directors Union
in Germany since 1995. His awards

and achievements include: 1st Class
Presidential Appreciation, Merited
Cultural Civil Servant of Afghanistan,
three medals, artistic and press awards
at home and abroad.
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Festival Supporters
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Ms. Khaleda Khorsand Ms. Mahboubeh Jamshidi b Boi> Jld 5 Ol Boi> = s
Writer and Women Rights Head of Women AFFAIRS Ms. Maria Bashir Mr. Mohammad Asif Rahimi

Activist Lawyer and Women Rights Herat Governor
Activist
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Ms. Aziza Khairandish
Human Rights Activist

Ms. Somaia Ramish Mr. Javanshir Heidari Mr. Aria Raofian
Member of Provincial Head of Cinema Union Head of Culture and
Council Information -Herat
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Khadim Hussain Byhname was
born into a cultural family in Ghazni
/ Afghanistan in 1993. His interest in
cinema led him to filmmaking. He is
now a fourth-year student in Kabul
University. He has established the
“Image of Thought” group and has
made 9 short films in three years.
His films have been screened in the
domestic and international film
festivals and received awards.
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Conflict

Original Title: ;1,5

Director: Khadim Hussain Byhname,
Afghan

Short fiction, 6 Min

Date & place of production: 2014,
Afghanistan

Language: Dari

Synopsis: “Conflict” is about the
lives of two children, a girl and a
boy, whose parents discriminate
between them and generate a
complex in them. The girl finds a
solution...

Seeds of the Past

Director: Aisha Jamal, Afghan-
Canadian

Original Title: Seeds of the Past
Short Documentary, 7 Min

Date & place of production: 2015,
Canada

Language: Pashtu

Synopsis: Influenced by their love
of the gardens of Afghanistan, Abdul
Bari and Amina Jamal have turned
the backyard of their Canadian
home into a vibrant link to their
Afghan homeland. While watering
and talking about the plants, Amina
and Abdul Bari reminisce about
another time and place. The garden
not only invokes vivid memories

of friends and family, but serves as
a vibrant reminder of a changed
Afghanistan.
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Aisha Jamal, born in Kandahar,
Afghanistan, is a Toronto-based
filmmaker and academic. She
currently teaches at Sheridan College
while working on various film
projects. “Seeds of the Past” has been
screened in Aga Khan Museum in
Toronto, Canada.
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Masooma Ibrahimi has made 2 short
films, Arastoo and In Circle, which she
made after participating in British
Council workshops and the British
Council supports her. She has also
made a long documentary about Afghan
women.

Yo

eﬁ‘é )

b8l ¢ ool pl dogane 1 l0 515
42,85 V¥ 1oligS L3

Obeaslidl YV F radg Joee g Jlo

S5 10k

G50 o,y phd alipdad (GaeMS
L1y o5 iy anlys o o ol o2
S il Bl Ssd S et

In Circle

Director: Masooma Ibrahimi, Afghan
Original Title: In Circle

Short film, 14 Min

Date & place of production: 2014,
Afghanistan

Language: Dari

Synopsis: This film is about a poor
girl. She wants change her life with
changing her bag.

The Lost Bag

Director: Mohamad Nasir Hashimi,
Afghan

Original Title: suied JoStws

Short fiction, 15 Min

Date & place of production: 2015,
Afghanistan

Language: Dari

Synopsis: A young girl strives to
find her missing hand bag.
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Mohamad Nasir Hashimi, born in
Baghlan province / Afghanistan in
1990, is a graduate of filmmaking
from the Faculty of Fine Arts of Kabul
University. He has been making films
for the past seven years.
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Saddaf Zaher, is born in 1993. She
obtained a B.A in Cinema from the
College of Fine Arts of Kabul University.
She has also studied photography for
two years in India and Germany. She
has directed two short films including
one on the subject of Women film
makers.
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Toy

Director: Sabera Rezaei

Short film, 10 Min

Date & place of production: 2014,
Afghanistan

Language: Persian

Synopsis: Episode 1: A girl clad in
white wedding dress is going to the
room where she is expected. The
picture is blurred. Perhaps she is
not in for a happy life. We hear her
crying and her outraged husband
saying: Enough, enough, shame

on you. We see the newly wed girl,

whose face has burned... Episode 2:

A girl clad in white wedding dress
is going to the room where she is
to stay. The picture is not blurred.
Perhaps she is in for a happy life.

We hear her laments. The man says:

You dishonourable scoundrel... We
see the newly wed girl who has

been hanged... Episode 3: A girl clad

in white wedding dress is going
to the room where she is to live.
We see her in a black dress. She is
condemned to live in constraints.

Gamar

Director: Nima Latifi, Afghan
Original Title: ,o8

Fiction, 17 Min

Date & place of production: 2015,
Afghanistan

Language: Persian

Synopsis: Without informing
Gamar, Sattar marries their young
daughter to a middle-aged man.
Despite all her efforts, Gamar fails
to prevent it. The girls flees her
husband’s house on the wedding
night. He takes her back by force.
Gamar goes to his house and during
a confrontation kills him to save her
daughter.
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Nima Latifi, born in Tehran / Iran,

is a BA graduate from the University
of Applied Sciences. He has won the
Best Commercial Award in Tehran and
two awards for the Best Screenplay

in New Perspective Festival of Kabul.
He is also the writer of “Star - Light -
Shadow” series.

'



e - B L i L, S B -

-

i 0,5 1 5
olasladl ¥ VY

il YF g aido ¥ oy
OU....JL&Q .A.:le»’ J:v.a

=

Sl o0 58 05t inded A
s5bsF oLl b, 5 Juaf olelazz] oo
5588 Sl ilens Gl el D575 4

o 9 D5l g0 Sgasme |y (S oSy A
Loyl 10500 (S0 )3 (S g )0
o aly hem ol bl 5 o, b oos>
S oo Joe 09l g

L e b

__.,.,,.__-,,,,-__-,,,,----,,,,---.,,,
LS A i W - e - i B O O el e e e o i - il e S O e W o e i i o e e il R O i el

|
-

Schizo Phreniy

Director: Lajevard Haghighi, Afghan
Original Title: (s o5.s

Short Documentary, 4 minutes 34
seconds

Date & place of production: 2013,
Afghanistan

Synopsis: Schizophrenia is a

psychological disease that is caused

by different behaviours. It restricts

life and brings pain and suffering, sl
and turns desires, joy, hope and Ul e Dl Sgrane S 1,58
happy memories to pain and W50 \D sebsS il

sadness. .
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Maze

Director: Sayed Masood Eslami,
Afghan

Original Title: ;L

Short fiction, 15 Min

Date & place of production: 2015,
Afghanistan

Language: Dari

N T T N [ e e ey I BT T T T N

Synopsis: This film narrates stories
of two families and their cultural

problems.
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Muhammad Yama Rauf, 27, is an
editor and director, known for “Del-
Sokhtagan”, a student documentary
film (2010), Polwan Documentary
Show for Arezo TV (5,(2013 category
award winner Aayes short film in
Balkh Nawruz Film Festival (2011) and
Best Short film Prize winner for “No
Woman” from the US Mazar-i-Sharif
Consulate (2015).

)

Egoo ()

Ol e3g3 ) Loy dazmo 10yls 5
ai 8o ¥ colisS ol

Olewdlidl Y V0 ol oo g Jlo

60,0 e gion o indad (gaS
el 1Skt sla et jo U5 (S
QLI) wy).w L;a)l...)o u‘b).o aS Cewl
JTUEE ] FLOVNRS FRSUONR 1) RVINE SUNPONPY,
«olg3s 5lgh S5 Saslp «ls
ole Ol JLos 4«59 sae»

Ol e b 55 Colals, 5 Colags)]
LI p.Loj U"l €O :i‘. 6)15 "\""‘5’&5"
ooddl hadd aes oo las |y b5 (el
S5 b 4 g dipdy o) b o

No Woman
Director: Muhammad Yama Rauf,
Afghan

Original Title: ggiae 3

Silent short film, 3 Min

Date & place of production: 2015,
Afghanistan

Language: Silent

Synopsis: “No Woman” is about
the life of women in fundamentalist
Islamic countries where men
decide women’s fate: «Die or leave
education”, “No driving», “No
singing», “Don>t love,” “Don’t follow
your choices, wishes and dreams,”
«Men only can do things». The film
shows possibilities of struggling by
women. Only a minority of women
accepts the danger and wages war
for life.

Scape Play

Director: Vega Moqarabi, Afghan
Original Title: )5 asliisles

Short film, 4:34 Min

Date & place of production: 2014,
Afghanistan

Language: Dari

Synopsis: A women goes out for a
job but she faces a problem
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Vega Mogqarabi is an independent
drama artist and filmmaker, born
and raised in Kabul, Afghanistan.

She graduated from the Theatre
Department of Fine Arts Faculty, Kabul
/ Afghanistan and is now working

as a Set Designer for the Hours
performance. She was a candidate for
best play at the 8th Student Theatre
Festival and has joined in many
cinema workshops.
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; Synopsis: Farhad i b
Ly S e oo &l o] 5 oS0 ynopsis: Farhad is a young boy

who teases his friends by using a Soghra Setayesh was born in Kabul
WS oo o ]y B 09 ;58 65k Sl female account. He starts teasing in 1989. She graduated in Film

his father... Directing from the Faculty of Fine Arts
of Kabul University in 2014. She has
made two short films and one long
documentaries and has acted in 20
short films. She has also collaborated
in screenplay writing for and making
many student films. Facebook is her
first student film.

Azizullah Haidari was born in 1988.
He entered Kabul University in 2010
and graduated from Fine Arts Faculty
in Film Directing. During his academic
studies, he made two short films:
After the War and Forced Flight. He is
working for Kelid Radio.

Flight Mandatory

Original Title: gLz 3ls,s

Director: Azizullah Haidari, Afghan
Fiction, 5 minutes

Date & place of production: 2014,
Afghanistan

Language: Dari

Synopsis: Farhad is a young man
who has lost his wife and child in
the war. His love for them has forced
him into depression. He is building
a house at a quiet place away from
the city and decorating a grave with
his child’s toy.
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Afghanistan Films
Non Competition
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Loneliness

Director: Sabera Rezaei, Afghanistan
Documentary, 19 minutes

Date & place of production: 2014,
Afghanistan

Language: Dari

Synopsis: A woman has separated
from her husband and is living

on her own. She is fighting the
problems in Afghanistan to stay by
her child.
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Sabera Rezaei, born in Bamiyan and
student of Political Science, began

her work in theatre and then started
acting in films. She won prizes as the
leading actress in her first film in
three film festivals: Human Rights,
New Outlook and Herat Women'’s Film
Festival. She attended Filmmaking
courses of the British Embassy, where
her screenplay was one of the two
selected screenplays. She made her
first documentary with funding from
the British Embassy.
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Asghar Noor Mohammadj, a journalist
and photojournalist was born in 1987
and grew up in Mazar sharif, Afghanistan.
He holds a BA in journalism at Balkh
University since 2011. In the past six
years, as specialist of Northern regions
of the country, he has worked with
numerous well-known local media such
as Nai supporting open media, Radio
Nehad, Pajhwak news agency, Afghanistan
today English website and foreign media
such as [IWPR, INTERNEWS, 3rd eye
photojournalism. He was awarded the
Afghan youth voices prize throughout
the country for producing a two minute
film as the very first short documentary
to be nominated. With a keen awareness
and reverence for, human dignity, he
creates photography from different parts
of the country in the North covering and
capturing powerful series of photos and
images of historical places and most
importantly recording the daily history of
Afghans lives.
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Permission

Directors: Asghar Noor Mohammadi
& Nabi Saburi; Afghan

Original Title: o3l

Short Documentary, 05:29 Min

Date & place of production: 2015,
Afghanistan

Language: Dari

Synopsis: “Permission” is based

on the story of a lady in the city of
Puli Khumri in Baghlan province.
She has been tortured every day

by her husband and his family in
the basement of the house for six
months... This is an attempt to show
that if Afghan women participate

in governance and government
structure, they can build a good
future for other women. Their
participation in election can be
significant. They should take part in
the elections if they wish to increase
their independence.
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Nabi Sabori, born in 1991 in Balkh
province, He has studied at the Faculty of
Political Science .

He has attended more than 10 film
workshops and his films have participated
in more than five national film festivals
and have been applauded.
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Mohammad Nasir Hashimi was born
in Afghanistan in 1990 and received
his Bachelor’s Degree in Film Directing
from Kabul University’s Faculty of Fine
Arts. He made his short films “Open
Your Eyes”, “the Lost Bag”, and “The
Circle”. “Death to Freedom” is his first
experimental animation film.
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Death to Freedom

Director: Mohammad Nasir
Hashimi, Afghan

Original Title: col;1 ;1o

Short Animation, 03:26 Min

Date & place of production: 2012,
Afghanistan

Language: none

Synopsis: “Death to Freedom”

is about a poor and small village
surrounded by big cities. For its
improvement, the cities donate
a lot of money but all the money
is spent by the village elders and
officials. To show off their power,

they buy weapons and ammunition
with the donated money and kill the

innocent people.

Illustrators’ narrative

Director: Hussain Fahimi, Afghan
Original Title: 1,5 ;505 5| calg,
Documentary

Date & place of production: 2014,
Afghanistan

Language: Dari

Synopsis: 24 cinema students
should make their thesis films
without any technical equipment.
They search for technical
equipment. Some can find their
required equipment but most of
them cannot. They have to start
their project with one camera that
they received from the Cinema
Department and they have many
problems during shooting.
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Hussain Fahimi, born in Daikundi
province, graduated from Cinema
Department, Faculty of Fine Arts,
Kabul University.
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Soghra Setayesh was born in Kabul in
1989. She graduated in Film Directing
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Silence!

Director: Soghra Setayesh, Afghan
Original Title: &gl

Short student film

Date & place of production: 2014,
Afghanistan

Language: Dari

Synopsis: Hassan is a small boy
who is trying to study at home, but
the family members make so much
noise that he cannot...

Shoulder To Shoulder

Director: Najiba Noori, Afghan
Original Title: o Lo 4 4l
Documentary, 13:30 Min

Date & place of production: 2015,
Afghanistan

Language: Dar

i

Synopsis: Some women work in
handicraft and a young girl named
Najiba supports their goals and
objectives. This film is a snapshot
of Najiba Noori’s life who lives in
Ajdar village of Bamyan Center. She
tries to generate income for women
in Ajdar valley. Najiba has provided
few economic opportunities for
Ajdar women by buying some

wool strings and the women make
traditional tablecloths and Gilim.
Najiba aims to sell the handicraft
at fair prices abroad using her
connections and networks. She is
full of ambitions and hopes to make
it a successful business and she is
prepared to face the obstacles and
challenges.
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Najiba Nouri is born in 1994, went
to school in Iran and graduated in
Bamiyan. She is presently studying
English language and literature at
Bamiyan University. She has directed
two short films and is a member of

from the Faculty of Fine Arts of Kabul ol ialin i iols 515
University in 2014. She has made two Sl o5 .
short films and one long documentaries = 5 s
and has acted in 20 short films. She has
also collaborated in screenplay writing &2 k)
for and making many student films.

Rowzana Production Group.
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Yaser Barakzy, born 1991, studied in
high school in Iran and started working
after returning to Afghanistan. He is

an IT specialist, but works in graphic
design alongside it. His love of graphic
design led him to make animations
since 2014. He concentrates on 2D
animations and deals with social and
satirical issues.
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Because Dm a girl

Director: Yaser Barakzy, Afghan
Original Title: yiwe 50 G cpo (9
Short 2D Animation, 121 seconds
Date & place of production: 2015,
Afghanistan

Language: Dari with English
subtitles

Synopsis: “Because bm a girl” tells
the story of Firouza, a girl who falls
victim to inappropriate traditions.
She is prohibited from studying and
her father marries her to an old
man. After marriage, she is forced
to do housework, but she keeps
thinking about school.

Creation Song

Director: Yama Rahimi, Afghan
Original Title: gz 31 04 yu
Conceptual Short film, 7:23 Min
Date & place of production: 2014,
Afghanistan

Language: Without dialogue

Synopsis: Four stones are thrown
from four directions on top of the
piles of stones created through
carving. A cemetery is displayed,
where there are veils in different
colours and forms above the graves
of all women. A veil flies in the wind
and the blurred graves form the
background. A large hairy hand of a
man is carving away at the stones.
Symbols: women'’s veil; hammer,
hand, chisel and stone, woman’s
glance, tied hands of a woman,
woman'’s position, voices.
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Yama Rahimi, born in Kabul /
Afghanistan in 1992, has a Bachelor’s
degree in Film directing from Faculty

of Fine Arts, Kabul University. He has
produced 3 short films (Red & Green, End
of Night, and Creation Song) during his
studies. He has attended workshops of
“Cinematography, scriptwriting, shooting,
directing, lighting and photography” and
has been collaborating with the “Centre
for Contemporary Art Afghanistan” as
editor, cinematographer, director of special
reports documentary, teacher of graphic
design and photography for the past three
years. He has participated in exhibitions
of photography and conceptual films in
Afghanistan. He is now a member of the
Centre for Contemporary Arts Afghanistan
and 3rd Eye Photojournalism Centre.
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Mahboba Barat was born in Mashhad /
Iran in 1995. She started school in Iran
and then continued it in Afghanistan,
where she seriously engaged in cinema
and theatre. Her first drama directing
experience was “Being and not-being”,
but she wrote and directed two other
screenplays: “Colour of sound” and “My
mother.” She has directed several films:
“Perhaps”, “I, you, we” and “Play.” “My
Beautiful Hair” is her latest work.
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My Beautiful Hair

Director: Mahboba Barat, Afghan
Original Title: ‘yo Jouio sloge
Short Documentary, 07:12 Min
Date & place of production: 2015,
Afghanistan

Language: Persian

Synopsis: “My Beautiful Hair”
portrays a father who forces his
daughter to abide by the very
behaviours, ideas and beliefes

that he has inherited from his

own father. On the other hand.

The young daughter has only one
question: Why does her father force
her to do what he himself does not
adhere to?!

Bitter Dream

Director: Zahra Mirzaei, Afghan
Original title: &b b,

Short student film

Date & place of production: 2014,
Afghanistan

Language: Dari

Synopsis: As a result of her
husband’s violence, a rural young
woman gradually falls in love with a
male actor and leaves for the city to
find him, but...
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Zahra Mirzaei was born in Maydan
Wardak in 1991 and graduated

from the Faculty of Fine Arts, Kabul
University, in 2014. She has made two
short student films: “A Moment of
Humour” and “Bitter Dream.”
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International Films
Competition

Director: Mehdi Mandegar
Length: 50 min Social documentary
(Addiction)

Country: Afghanistan

Production: 2015

Language: Dari,

Synopsis: Children in a family
where parents are drug addicts...
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Mehdi Mandegar is a young film
maker from Heart. He has acquired
experience in various fields including
acting, sound, light and other technical
procedures of film-making and is a
keen learner. He was fascinated by
cinema since his childhood, but was
not able to practice due to years of
exile. His return to Afghanistan gave
him an opening; “it seven years now
that I have returned to my country
and three years that I have started
working in film making, my first

step was to enroll in the school
Chehrehay-e Mandegar, to study
theatre and acting, and now [ am
experiencing the world of cinema”.
Mehdi Mandegar has acted in two long
including Jamila and short films.
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Arash MalekKi, born in 1984, Tehran,
Iran, is a graduate of Iranian Youth
Cinema Society in Filmmaking and
Tehran Institute of Technology in

Film Editing. “One of these Days” was
Maleki’s first short film. Subsequently,
he made a short documentary called “A
Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man”
about the life and work of the Iranian
young artists, focusing on the life of
Amir Hossein Zanjani, a young Iranian
painter. “A Good Day in Tartarus” is his
most recent work (2015), which is a
short film about marriage malfunction.
He works with Bani Film newspaper
and World of Cinema magazine as a film
critic and translator.
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One of These Days

Original Title: g, cyos 5l SO
Director: Arash Maleki, Iran
Short Narrative; 2:26 Min

Date & place of production: 2014,
[ran

Language: Persian

Synopsis: A woman can be very
patient but not forever. One of these
days, the countdown would start.

Case N2 407

Director: Anna Buryachkova, Russia
Short Fiction

Date & place of production: 2014,
Russia

Language: Russian

Synopsis: The mystical thriller
«Case 407» tells the story of

two people, a married couple,
demonstrating how human anger is
able to kill. The death of a famous
photographer confounds police:
they’ve got robbery, they’ve got

the revolver, and the corpse was
holding a bullet in his hand. He died
of starvation. Detective Lebedev
solves a strange case. He reveals
how common hatred can appear to
be the murderer, and this opening
helps Lebedev to keep his son.
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Anna Buryachkova was born in Kiey,
Ukraine in 1982. She graduated from
Karpenko-Kary National University of
Theatre, Cinema and Television (Kiev,
Ukraine). Her film Case N2 407 has
been screened in film festivals in St.
Petersburg, Moscow, Yekaterinburg,
Warsaw, and Prishtina.
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Darine Hotait was born in Beirut in the midst of the Lebanese civil war. Her

family emigrated to the United States when she was very young. Darine her MFA in
screenwriting and film directing and wrote and directed a number of short films.

In 2010, she founded Cinephilia Productions in New York City, an independent film
production company focused on producing content from the MENA region. She is a
writer, director as well as a published playwright, and poet. Her work appeared in
various publications in the US and the UK. Darine Hotait’s films include “Beirut Hide
and Seek”, “The Far Side of Laughter”, “Command or Truth”, and “Ashur”. Her film
“ORB” (a narrative science fiction) is in pre-production stage. Her short films have won
prestigious awards at international film festivals, including <EMMY award Finalist,
«Best Short Film at Evolution FF, <Audience Award> at Zero FF, <Nominated for a Best
Foreign Film> at International Filmmaker Festival, c(Honorable Mention> at the Los
Angeles International FF, among others. Darine is currently developing her debut
science fiction feature film «<Symphony of a Flood> which made it to the finalists list at

the Hearst Screenwriting Competition
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I Say Dust

Director: Darine Hotait, Lebanese-
American

Short Narrative- Drama; 14 Min
Date & place of production: 2015,
USA

Language: English & Arabic

Synopsis:  Say Dust> is An Arab
American take on identity in a
diaspora context. It tells the story
of Hal, an Arab-American poet from
the Palestinian diaspora in New
York City, who meets Moun, a free-
spirited chess sales girl. Their brief
love affair eventuates in challenging
their understanding of what makes
home.

GANGOR

Director: Italo Spinelli, Italy
Political; 91 Min

Date & place of production: 2010,
[taly & India

Language: English / Bengali / Tribal
(English Subtitle)

Synopsis: “A political film, “Gangor”
(also known as “Behind the Bodice”),
doesn’t skirt the genre’s pitfalls.

Yet director Italo Spinelli manages
to rein in the story and decidedly
handsome cast from simple political
pamphleteering. He creates a moving
if technically patchy personal
account of the mass rape of India’s
poor, tribal women whose voices are
rarely, if ever, heard.

Shot on digital, the images are
sometimes clean, sometimes crude...
Yet while the cast comprises all
Indian, U.K. and U.S. actors of Indian
descent, it remains to be seen
whether this independent exposé

of a very real problem can find an
off-Bollywood niche.” (Natasha
Senjanovic in “The Hollywood
Reporter” - 2010 / 2 / 11).
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Italo Spinelli Is a stage and film
director. He staged Strindberg’s
“Creditors”, Italo Calvino’s “La giornata
di uno scrutatore”, and “Platone” drawn
from Plato’s Republic. He directed
“Doppio movimento” (co-directed by
Paolo Grassini) in 1980, and “Roma
Paris Barcelona” in 1989. He has
also directed documentaries such as
“Ripensando Lima” (1988), “Un fiume
di Cinema - Sulle tracce di Michelangelo
Antonioni” (1995), “Danzando in
Cambogia” (1998), and “Bernardo
Bertolucci Hyderabad” (2000). He is
the founder and artistic director of the
Festival Asiaticafilmmediale, which has
been held in Rome since 2000.
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Lara Timireva was born in St. Petersburg, Russia in 1986. When she was 17,
she became fascinated by photography. She took part in three international
exhibitions and her first pictures were a big hit. In 2005, she started her
career as a DoP. She became a member of Moscow Union of Artists in 2012
and graduated from All-Russian Institute of Cinematography (VGIK) in 2013.
She is a co-founder of the movie company «EgoistFilms». “Eclipse” has played
at Cannes (2015); Festival of Student Films «St. Anna» (2015, Moscow);

and film festivals in Italy. Her other documentary, “Youth in the Monastery”
(2009), has been screened in film festivals in Moscow.

ECLIPSE

Original Title: 3ATMEHUE
Director: Lara Timireva, Russia
Feature; 19:40 Min

Date & place of production: 2015,
Russia

Language: Russian

Synopsis: Beauty is able to eclipse
the reason. There is a wretched
man, with nothing to look to in

life, leading a meaningless near
vegetable existence filled with
endless humiliation. There is a girl,
dreaming of glory. An opportunity
arises that could change their lives.
And in the end, there would be only
one survivor.
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Gitanjali Rao graduated as a Bachelor of Fine Arts in Mumbai, in 1994. She is a
self-taught animator, film maker, illustrator, teacher and theatre artist. Among other
achievements, she has been a member of the jury at various international film festivals
including The Cannes Critics’ Week 2011. Gitanjali Rao has a string of very popular
and award winning animated commercials to her credit. She has independently
produced, directed and animated three award winning short films, ‘Orange’, ‘Printed
Rainbow’ and TrueLoveStory. ‘Printed Rainbow’, won three awards for the best

short film at Cannes 2006. It was also short listed for the Academy Awards in 2008,
received 25 international awards and was screened in over 100 festivals worldwide.
‘TrueLoveStory’ also premiered in Cannes Critic’'s Week 2014. It has been screened at
various international festivals and won three awards.

TrueLoveStory

Director: Gitanjali Rao, India
Animation, Short; 19 Min

Date & place of production: 2014, India
Language: No dialogues

Synopsis: Where does Salim, a 17 year
old orphan who left his village at the age
of eight to make a living in the streets of
Bombay, learn to woo a woman? Who
teaches him and many other youths
growing up on the streets, how ‘boy
meets girl’? Bollywood. TrueLoveStory
is a glimpse into the influence of
Bollywood on real life in Bombay told
through animation. The movement

of traffic, lights, dust, crowds is used

to create the different moods of love,
excitement, anxiety, grief and death. In
Bombay on any given day, a Bollywood
hit song could follow you from place

to place. This feeling will be recreated
through sound and music. “Bollywood is
areligion in India,” says Gitanjali Rao.
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Party on the roof

Junk Girl

Original Title: Jil of o s

Directors: Mohammad Zare & Shalale Kheiri, Iran
Animation; 15:22 Min

Date & place of production: 2014, Iran

Language: English

Synopsis: There was once a girl who was made up of junk. She
looked really dirty, and she smelled like a skunk. She was always
unhappy, or in one of her slumps-perhaps «cause she spent so
much time down in the dumps. The only bright moment was

from a guy named Stan. He was the neighbourhood garbage man.

He loved her a lot and made a marriage proposal, but she had
already thrown herself in the garbage disposal.
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Director: Sepideh Berenji, Iran
Fiction, 10 minutes 3 seconds
Date & place of production: April
2015, Iran

Language: Persian
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i Sl ohammad Zare was born in Tabriz
O in 1986, Iran. He is an animator and
director who has worked on projects
for Iranian national TV. His works as
animator include Snowman, Play with
Pencil, Cage and as both animator and
director the Happy Land, Didoda, and
Junk Girl.
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Abbas Rafei was born in Shiraz/

Iran, in 1962. He is a graduate of
cinematography and has received his
MA in dramatic literature. Abbas Rafei
also established a film production
company in 1995, when he produced
his first movie «Mina>s Secret».

He has made TV series, fiction and
documentary movies and has received
awards from international festivals. His
films include: Oblivion Season (2014),
The Freeway (2013), The Meeting
(2011), Granaz (2009), (Elixir and Dust
(2008), The Sun Shines on All Equally
(2005), Butterfly in the wind (2004)
and Minas Secret (1996).
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Oblivion Season

Original Title: _&gel 3 Jad
Lasb

Director: Abbas Rafei, Iran
Fiction; 93 minutes

Date & place of production:
2014, Iran

Language: Persian

Synopsis: An ex-prostitute
starts a new life by marrying
her loved one but leaving the
shadow of her dark past is
not as easy as it had seemed.
Now, she is the prisoner of
her loved one and she has to
fight the masculine society
to earn her freedom. Making
a film about prostitutes is
areal challenge in today’s
Iranian society, because the
society and the government
deny their very existence.
Now it is much more difficult
if your protagonist is an ex-
prostitute.
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Digital Native

Original Title: il a>g>
Director: Mahboobeh
Mohammadzaki, Iran

Animation; 5:28 Min

Date & place of production: 2014,
[ran

Language: No Dialogue

Synopsis: The film humorously
portrays a horrifying vision. A
woman creates a baby online and
gets pregnant. As it turns out, it is
not so easy to download a digital
foetus. The film makes a statement
about the over-technicized world
where internet and technologies are
substituting basic life needs.
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Mahboobeh Mohammadzaki was
born in Boroujerd, Iran, in 1985. She is
now living and working in the capital
Tehran. She graduated in Graphic
Design (BA) and received her MA in
Animation. Digital Native is her debut
film.
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Negin Aminzadeh was born in Shiraz,

Iran in 1981. She received her M.A in
Architecture and graduated in Directing,

Photography and Editing from Iranian Youth

Cinema Society. Subsequently, she passed
Directing courses with Abbas Kiarostami
and Asghar Farhadi and Scriptwriting
course with Naser Taghvaee. Aminzadeh’s
films have been screened in international
and domestic film festivals. They include:
“To Be Continued”, (screenplay writer,
director, editor) in Cannes Short Film
Corner (2013) and film festivals in Iran;
“The Immense Look” (editor); “The Empty
Place” (2013) (screenplay writer, director):
in domestic festivals including the Tehran
International Short Film Festival (2014);
and KIN Film Festival Armenia (2014).
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DON'T BE AFRAID OF ME
Original Title: . ,5 (ye 3
Director: Negin Aminzadeh, Iran
Drama, Social; 28 Min

Date & place of production: 2014,
[ran

Language: Persian

Synopsis: After an argument, a
young couple decide to put away
their fears and talk to each other
honestly.

T BE AFRAID OF MEFE

Life is waiting: Referendum and
Resistance in Western Sahara
Original Title: Life is waiting:
Referendum and Resistance in
Western Sahara

Director: lara Lee

Documentary, 58 minutes 52
seconds

Date & place of production: April
2015, Western Sahara/USA/Spain
Language: Hassaniya/Spanish

Synopsis: Life is Waiting:
Referendum and Resistance in
Western Sahara, looks at forty years
of Moroccan occupation and the
Sahrawi nonviolent struggle for
self-determination by a people for
whom colonialism has never ended.
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Iara Lee, a Brazilian of Korean descent, is an activist, filmmaker, and director
of the Cultures of Resistance Network. In 2010, she released a feature-length
documentary entitled Cultures of Resistance, and founded the Cultures of
Resistance Network, an organization that promotes global solidarity, supports
efforts to secure peace and social justice. She recently released two full-
length documentaries: K2 and The Invisible Footmen. Her 2013 short film
“The Kalasha and the Crescent” chronicles how an indigenous movement

in northern Pakistan is responding to the challenges facing their culture.

Her 2012 documentary “The Suffering Grasses: when elephants fight, it is

the grass that suffers,” examines the Syrian conflict through the suffering of
humans. In May 2010, she was a passenger on the MV Mavi Marmara, a vessel
in the Gaza Freedom Flotilla which was attacked in international waters by
the Israeli navy, leading to the murder of nine humanitarian aid workers. See
her biography at: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/lara_Lee
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Rishika Namdev is currently pursuing
her Master’s degree in Film and

Video Communication in the National
Institute of Design, Ahmedabad. She
holds a degree in Mass Communication
and has worked as a journalist for

two years. She has directed a few
advertisements, one short fiction film
«Anushthan»> and one monologue under
various academic and non-academic
projects. <Bepurdah> is her debut

in documentary filmmaking. It was
screened in international short and
documentary film festival of Kerala
(India) in competition section in June
2015.
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Unveiled

Original Title: Bepurdah
Director: Rishika Namdev, India
Documentary; 29 Min

Date & place of production: 2015,
India

Language: Hindi

Synopsis: The documentary is
about patriarchal suppression

of women in Hindu and Muslim
communities of India. The film
talks about purdah system as part
of oppression of women in both
communities. The film unveils the
veil of women'’s oppression. Hence
the title: Bepurdah/Unveiled. It
also reflects the gender biases and
how women are oppressed through
imposing certain customs and
beliefs.

The Fried Fish

Original Title: ooisg ys 2le
Director: Leila Khalilzadeh, Iran
Animation; 10:38 Min

Date & place of production: 2014,
[ran

Language: Persian

Synopsis: The fish is yearning to
see the sea once again. He asks a
cat, a mouse, a dog and a crow for
help. They each eat a part of his
flesh and carry him some distance
farther down the path to the sea,
but after a while, they put him down
and leave. At the end, some ants
throw the fishss skeleton into the
sea. The fish happily swims away in
the deep blue sea.
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Leila Khalilzadeh obtained her
Master’s Degree in Cinema in
Tehran, Iran. She is the author of
articles on animation and children
and adolescents movies in Picture
World Movie Magazine. She teaches
animation courses in Art & Culture
Educational Centre of Applied Science
& Technology. Her films include: Meels
and Felt, A Gabbeh for Hanna, Looking
for rugs, 1001 Warps1001- Woofs,
Someone is weaving, Portrait of
Filmmaker, The Garden of a Thousand
Girls, Ice Cream & Cigarette, Another
true story, Love and plastic, Angles
live over the hills, Butterflies’ dream,
My sweetheart is sweeter than death,
Railroad.
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Profession: Documentarist

Original Title: ;L. st :ad,>

Directors: Shirin Barghnavard,
Firouzeh Khosrovani, Farahnaz
Sharifi, Mina Keshavarz, Sepideh
Abtahi, Sahar Salahshoor, Nahid
Rezaei; Iran

Documentary; 80 Min

Date & place of production: 2013, Iran
Language: Persian

Synopsis: Facing the increasing
social, political pressures and a
crackdown on freedom of speech
after Iran’s 2009 Presidential
Election, seven woman documentary
film makers, in their late 20’s and
early 50’s, talk about their personal
and professional lives and their
challenges. Shirin worries about a
prospective war and thinks about
how she would respond to the
situation. Firouzeh, after the arrest
of her filmmaker colleagues, panics
and starts to quickly gather her
things fearing that her house might
be the next target. Farahnaz, even
though singing by women is banned
in Iran, is determined to make a film
about her favourite woman singer’s
life. Mina, watching the new wave of
migration, indecisive about her own
prospective migration, wonders how
her final decision would affect her life.
Sepideh, not willing to forget, holds
onto strands of memory through
some childhood footage in her
camera. Sahar moves out of a house
whose window opens to the biggest
prison of her country. Nahid searches
for other ways of living in order to
go through the crisis period and not
lose hope and happiness. The movie
could be a social reaction to the status
quo. Will this effort be a new way of
professional survival for this group?

From the Eastern Lands
Original Title: 3,5 slogyre; s
Director: Sarah Tabibzadeh, Iran
Short Animation; 5 Min

Date & place of production: 2015,
Iran

Language: Persian

Synopsis: This is the story of a
familiar love between a young
couple in eastern lands who are
neighbours. The main point of their
meeting, separation and joining is
music, an art that eases the difficult
experience of love.
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Shin Daewe began her film career as
an assistant producer at AV Media.
Since 2006, she has created a number
of films for various NGOs. “An Untitled
Life” has been shown in numerous film
festivals around the world. She won the
Best Documentary Award at Wathann
Film Festival Myanmar for her more
recent films, i.e. in 2013 for “Take me
Home” (about a refugee camp in the
Kachin region) and in 2014 for “Ibm
Thirteen” (about a girl herding goats,
who would love to go to school.) She
has collaborated as producer with the
German television channel RBB.
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Synopsis: The painter Rahula lives
a modest but contented existence
with his family in Mingun, a village
on the banks of the Ayeyarwaddy
River. This documentary is about
the easy-going artist’s survival,
and he reveals how he acquired
his unusual name, his now
successful abstract style, and met
his supportive wife. “If it weren’t
for her I'd still be painting pictures
of monks and pagodas for the
tourists,” he admits. Shin Daewe
(director) says: “I first met Rahula
in a tea shop three years ago. I was
struck by his eyes sparkling with
intelligence, his love of art and his
deep-seated belief in the value of
education. It also captivated me
that, unusually for a Buddhist, he
does not strive for nirvana but
wants nothing more than to pursue
his current humble existence as an
artist. In fact, to him, his present life
is his nirvana.”

Tofigh Amani was born in Mariwan, Kurdistan (Iran) in 1981. He studied
cinema at the «Iranian Young Cinema Society» in 2004 and in 2006. He now
teaches cinema in the «Iranian Young Cinema Society.» Ants’ apartment has
won best film awards in several festivals including FIKE (Portugal, 2014),
Fribourg (Switzerland, 2015), Tabor (Croatia, 2015), Yielmaz Guney (Turkey,
2015), Varesh (Iran, 2015), and Aftab (Iran, 2014); Special award Fabriano
Film Festival (Italy, 2014), Nationwide Produce Award in Strawberry Shorts
Film Festival (United Kingdom, 2015), Best second short film in Beirut Film
Festival (Lebanon, 2014). Amani’s first film was “Goli paraw”. He has made

7 short films including «Here the roads have not end». This film played in

numerous festivals and has won 35 awards, notably the award for best film in

Porto Film Festival (Portugal) and Corto In Bra Film Festival (Italy) in 2009.

Ants’ apartment

Original Title: Koshki merulekan

Director: Tofigh Amani, [ran

Short fiction; 11 Min

Date & place of production: 2014, Kurdistan / Iraq
Language: Kurdish

Synopsis: This story is about a threesome family who live in the ant’s
apartment in one of the deserts of Iraq after the war. One day a strange thing
happens that changes ...

ANTS
APARTMENT

L FTLM BY TOVFRCY AMANT
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Farida Pacha was born in Bombay in
1972. She is living in and working from
Zurich, Switzerland. After obtaining
her MFA in filmmaking at Southern
[llinois University, USA, she has made
several experimental, educational and
documentary films. Her documentary
“The Seedkeepers” won the 2006 Indian
National Film Award. “My Name is Salt”
is her first feature length documentary,
which won her among many others the
First Appearance Award at IDFA 2013,
Amsterdam, as well as the main prizes
at Hong Kong, Madrid, Edinburgh and
the German Camera Award 2014 for
Best Cinematography in a documentary
film.
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MY NAME IS SALT

Director: Farida Pacha, India
Documentary; 92 Min

Date & place of production: 2013,
Switzerland / India

Language: Gujarati

Synopsis: The desert extends
endlessly - flat, grey, relentless. But
there is one thing in abundance: salt,

lying just beneath the cracked, baked ewws 90
surface of the earth. Thisisa 5,000 Wl o (50l i lo 5,18
sq. km of saline desert in India. For ands Ve .
eight months of the year, Sanabhai RENERY .x.J . @'T:
and his family live here without water, A =y Jz':j J

electricity or provisions - tirelessly Aol

extracting salt from this desolate
landscape. After months of hard work,
the salt is ready to be harvested - just
before the heavy monsoon rains will
come to once again wash their salt
fields away.
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Faraways

Director: Audrey Lam, Australia
Experimental; 10 Min

Date & place of production: 2012,
Australia

Language: English

Synopsis: An empty urban
landscape echoes the isolation of
two girls far from home.
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Audrey Lam was born in Hong Kong
and lives in Australia. She studied

film and photography at Queensland
College of Art. Her work has screened
at festivals including London Film
Festival and International Film Festival
Rotterdam.
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MANISLAM - ISLAM AND
MASCULINITY
Director: Nefise Ozkal Lorentzen,
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Documentary; 60 Min NV Fody Joe g Jlo
Date & place of production: 2014, LS S L B S R
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Synopsis: Why does a man in
Kuwait inspired by the 99 names
of Allah and the Quranic stories ol &35 (5h poye 4y g WIS oo Hhu K00
create comics about super heroes 58 Ol ye g9l 4 (60,0 |y Sans o
called the 99? Why does a ma.n in 33 0sS slayal s Hadss & B19iS |,
Bangladesh travel from one village S5l Ban S aas Ll S e o jallis
to another and teach the community Sl S e ol i simles i
how to play a board game? Why 2L e Sb ez e Le{
does a man in Indonesia encourage a2 5ed 53k Guib 5l plislaSin b
other men to wear mini shirts in a

demonstration? They all have the

same target. They will change the

dark side of the masculinities in

their cultures by playing games.
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Jill Morley worked as a researcher on Davis Guggenheim’s

vn

The Dream Is Now” about

immigration reform, and produced/shot “behind the scenes” videos for David La
Chapelle and John Byrne. Morley wrote and performed the critically acclaimed play,
“True Confessions of a Go-Go Girl,” which was published in “The Best Women'’s Plays of
1998,” ran Off Broadway for several years, was performed across the country, including

),

the San Francisco’s “Solo Mio Festival;” and was made into a Lifetime Movie of the
Week. Her critically acclaimed documentary film, “Stripped” won awards at festivals,
ran theatrically in New York and LA, sold internationally and ran on the Sundance
Channel. Other shorts she directed and shot, played festivals such as, AF], Santa
Barbara Film Festival, The Sebastopol Documentary Film Festival and the International
San Francisco Gay and Lesbian Film Festival.

Fight Like a Girl

Director: Jill Morley, USA
Documentary; 82 Min

Date & place of production: 2013,
USA

Language: English

Synopsis: Told from a first person
perspective, “Fight Like a Girl” is
about women overcoming their
demons through boxing to empower
themselves, while telling a larger
story about abuse, trauma, mental
illness and healing. “Fight Like a
Girl” played at several festivals,
winning “Best Documentary” at the
Other Venice Film Festival, «Best
Documentary» at the Artemis Film
Festival, and was presented with
an award from the World Boxing
Council for inspiration, education
and courage.
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BY JILL MORLEY

Danielle Beverly is an independent documentary filmmaker who typically works as

a one person crew, recording picture and audio alone, in the field. Her most current
documentary Old South debuted in March 2015, and is currently on a film festival and
college tour. Beverly’s first documentary feature was “Learning to Swallow” (2005).
The film premiered in competition at Silverdocs (2005), and screened internationally.
Beverly also freelances as a documentary Cameraperson. Beverly has been a Professor
of Filmmaking at The University of Notre Dame, and Professional in Residence

in Digital Media at Marquette University. In Fall 2015, she will begin an Assistant
Professor position at Northwestern University in Qatar, teaching documentary. See her
biography at: http://petuniaproductions.net/

Old South

Director: Danielle Beverly, American
Documentary, 55 minutes

Date & place of production: US, 2015
Language: English
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Synopsis: Hope is 30 years old

and fighting to save her historic
African American neighborhood

from encroachment by an elite white
college fraternity. In the aftermath

of Ferguson, Baltimore, and now
Charleston, everyone’s talking about
race. But is it really so easy to speak
openly and honestly? Or to change?
«0ld South» provides, through a quietly
unfolding story, a window into the
underlying dynamics of race relations
that influence so many American
communities. And ultimately inspires
hope, reflection, and crucial steps
forward. http://petuniaproductions.
net/old-south/
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Ustad Abdul Rashid
Khan j _
Director: Mithila Hegde, ‘-’L“”‘“ el S8
India A8 YV oligS Slwls
Documentary; 23 Min Olpl V¥ g o 9 Jlo
Date & place of 63,5 1oL
production: 2013, India

Language: Hindi s o)l,0 old ol ipdsd Ao
Synopsis: Ustad Abdul b olrss o el godye s 0 @, Ll
Rashid Khan, born in Lol )5l sga B g 0iS o >
1908, over a century ago, Almond

into a family of illustrious Original Title: slsl &,

musicians, is a vocalist Director: Mokhtaf Masoumian, Iran

of the Hindustani music Short Fiction; 23 Min

genre. After receiving
initial training from his
father and the elders
in the family he went
on to develop his own
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Date & place of production: 2014,
Iran
Language: Kurdish

- ; Synopsis: The film is about false
style. Hl.s V«larsatlle traditions among people who
repertoire includes circumcise females and its bad

Ol sus Jlawe bl performing Khayal, offects.

0058 Ses 10,515 Dhrupad, Dhamar, Tirvat
- ’Mo VY e and Thumri, over 2,000
. compositions. He is
e TV g Jove g Jlo currently the senior most
@ il ‘Guru’ at the ITC Sangeet
Research Academy,
O Sl L o o Jlose oliwl reduad (saoNS Kolkata. He says he

Wyo LUl ipwge 5l loslgls 1o VA Jlo 45 i gains all his inspiration

et o) el Sliogin e S5 goaiilys 5 ot from the Quran and the
3 - 5] 9

) ol 45 soluls -6 ey Namaaz and claims to
o9> “'s—“"“" Sl dyodlgl> (U )50 g 4y 09 (wigel ) have Stopped practising

DS sapyly Sl Yev e o) (513 gaegaze sl twenty years ago. He
Gedods (o051 o €alpor (1 pal )l Lol b o continues to travel and
PRRUCH AV VRIS PN IR PV VLG < gerforén rle.:gulil“ly to this
5 s iy Jlo Yo sl s g 0565 oo pledl 5lod ate. farlert is year
(ol ] . N . R the Indian Government

awarded him the Padma
Lol ol win Sdgo s )l Jlo blgl jo om0 aslol Shri, making him the

$e3 S (n 5 JlaieS gl i s 0,8 Lael 1) (5,8 oldest recipient of this
A eyl ol award.
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APRIL 21

Director: Jessica Poon, Hong Kong
Animation; 4 Min

Date & place of production: 2014,
USA & Hong KONG

Language: English

Synopsis: This is an extended
graphical metaphor that compares
geometries and cubical shapes

to anxiety. Cubeman, as the
protagonist, was getting ready

at home for his first date with

his dream girl on April 21st.
Compelled by anxiety, his head
twisted and turned into various
forms resembling a Rubik’s cube,
which represents his complex,
multi-faceted thoughts. The anxiety
escalated into a series of epic
psychological chaos...

Mithu Sen'’s practice stems from a conceptual and interactive drawing
background that has extended into drawing, video, sculpture, installation,
poetry, sound and performance. She critiques subtle hierarchical codes and
hegemony imposed in the society (sexual, political, regional, emotional or
lingual). Blending fact and fiction, self-reflective, playful and bold- a macabre
sense of humour punctuates her work with deeper psychoanalytic readings
that tie into our subconscious thoughts. She has held solo exhibitions in
Vienna, Michigan, Brussels, Paris, Singapore, Taipei, London; Zurich; New
Delhi, Berlin, New York, Mumbai, and Glasgow and her works have been
shown in many international museums, biennales and galleries worldwide.
She has been awarded with Prudential Eye Award for Contemporary Asian art
in Drawing 2015 and Skoda award on best Indian Contemporary Art for the

year 2010.

I Have Only One Language, It Is
Not Mine

Director: Mithu Sen, India
Experimental; 30 Min

Date & place of production: 2015,
India

Language: No Language (Gibberish)

Synopsis: The work, originally an
installation, engages with the idea
of radical hospitality, exploring

in the process the limitations of
language and the possibility of
dialogue outside it, using gibberish.
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Susanne Opstal graduated from the Netherlands Film Academy in 2014.
From the very first year at the academy, she had been trying to stretch

the limits of the genre in visuals and story. This resulted in the movie
“Simulacrum” (2013) for which she used 3D image mapping. But Susanne is
equally at ease as an observing film maker, as in her documentary about the
Westboro Baptist Church, prominently featured in the Louis Theroux film
(America’s Most Hated Family in Crisis, 2011). Her graduation film “Nowhere
Place” won her the Documentary Wildcard, awarded annually by the Dutch
Film Fund to the best graduation films nationwide.
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Nowhere Place

Director: Susanne Opstal, The
Netherlands

Documentary; 27 Min

Date & place of production: 2014, The
Netherlands

Language: Dutch, German, English

Synopsis: Where do you find the
essence of your existence? On the peaks
of the highest mountains in the world?
Even higher, on an uninhabited planet
from which you can never escape? Or
is it in the deepest sorrow, by leaving
a trail of destruction that will never be
forgotten? This essayist documentary
follows various people on their quest
and inevitably leads to the question:
how far do you want to go?

Good Stuff

Original Title: Masheu Tov
Director: Neta Braun, Israel
Short Fiction; 25:17 Min

Date & place of production: 2013,
Israel

Language: Hebrew

Synopsis: Effi wakes up in a club>s
toilet and finds out that the worst
day of her life is just beginning.
When her best friend Oshri rushes
to her rescue, they embark on a
claustrophobic journey filled with
extreme encounters, in which Effi
searches desperately for hope and
redemption.
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Neta Braun was born in Israel in
1983. She studied film in high school.
Her debut film “I am a Desert” was
screened at Novi Sad and Taipei. She
began her studies at the Sam Spiegel
Film & Television School in 2007 and
graduated in 2012 ranking first in her
class. “Good Stuff” is her graduation
film.
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Doris Chin-Yan Wong finished

his Master of Fine Arts in Film, TV

and Digital Media and majored in
Comparative Literature in Hong

Kong. Through the medium of film,
she aims to tell stories with unique
cinematography and storytelling style
and wishes to bring out issues that are
worth studying in her society. She has
been involved in editing and production
of feature films “Tales from the Dark”

[ & Il and directed music videos and
commercials.
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Journey

Original Title: 2182 &3

Director: Wong Chin-Yan Doris,
Hong Kong

Short Fiction; 28:12 Min

Date & place of production: 2014,
Hong Kong

Language Cantonese

Synopsis: Hong Kong is an
international financial centre and
its skyrocketing property prices are
the most expensive in the world.
Hong Kong people toil all their lives
to pay mortgages. While dream

is a luxury in this city, Rachel and
Ronald struggle between pursuing
their dreams and facing reality. As
time goes by, will they swim with
the current or give up what they
have to follow their dreams?...

Doll

Original Title: Pava

Director: Vaishnavi Sundararajan,
India

Short Fiction; 9:49 Min

Date & place of production: 2014,
India

Language: Tamil, Malayalam

Synopsis: Growing up is a beautiful
phase of life. More so for a girl living
in suburban Indian cultural setup,
being ‘different’ in terms of looks,
interests and preferences. Sports
being a predominant passion, she
could not afford to have long hair
due to troubles of maintaining it.
When her mother took her to a
barber, she developed an innocent
and honest friendship with him.
Over a period, things that she would
not share with her mother became
the topic of intense discussion
between her and the barber...
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Vaishnavi Sundararajan has been
involved in artistic pursuits from a
very early stage of her life. In college,
she was introduced to Theatre and
performing arts. With Theatre, Nisha
and the Holy Cow performing arts
group, she has been part of more than
a dozen productions, over 40 shows
in various parts of India and in the
UK. She was also fortunate to direct
some of the finest actors on stage. She
has acted in various short films that
gone on to win awards in various film
festivals. She is also a model, singer
and a dancer.

YA



9 Jgie 59 50 (98 g ST 110,58
sloyio (o1 5l 0,5 Jrars b S5
GouStdls 515 1288 Jlu s S ol
EBY Y Jlo 10 S 9050 s pa sl jin

Jlo 3 el jaiz it ol a8 Joaontl
05 285t el slodla o ¥+ -¥
b slocwyg sl 00,8 S0 g0 pules 2
)yli;_w 9 sl S 50; ‘li.’.]‘] B Ceolsl L};m
Sl 0l )‘0)9")-’

Ang Sookoon, born and raised in
Singapore, studied and graduated from
the Academy of Fine Arts in Singapore
in 1999 and the School of Visual Arts
in New York in 2002. The multi-
media artist has been participating in
international exhibitions since 2003,
had five solo shows and has attended
residencies in the US, Korea, China, the
Netherlands and Singapore.
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Let Go Aviary

Director: Ang Sookoon, Singapore
Experimental; 3 Min

Date & place of production: 2004,
Singapore

Language: Singapore

Synopsis: Solitary without solitude ...

Dancing Zempukuji

Original Title: Odoru Zempukuji
Director: Yumiko Hayakawa, Japan
Documentary; 50 Min

Date & place of production: 2013,
Japan

Language: Japanese

Synopsis: Tucked in a corner of
Tokyo’s Western district, Zempukuji
is one of the neighbourhoods

to which people fled during the
bombings of WWII, and it has come
to foster a unique culture, which
has attracted many artists and
creators. This film documents the
song and dance of those who live in
Zempukuji. From Korean drumming
“Chango” to Kagura, Edo kappore,
Butoh and contemporary dance,
this is a celebration of all forms of
performing arts which play out on
the stage of Zempukuji. At the same
time, this film also offers an insight
into the everyday lives of some of
Zempukuji’s oldest inhabitants, its
centenarians.
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Yumiko Hayakawa was born in
Tokyo in 1975. She graduated from
university in Japan, and the London
School of Journalism in the UK. During
her study in London, she started her
filming career and made her first
documentary film “Brian and Co.
Parliament Square SW1” in 2009. Now
she is based in Tokyo and has been
making independent films on various
social issues and organizing film
workshops.
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Shambhavi Kaul was born in India and
currently lives in India and the United
States. Her cinematic constructions
conjure uncanny, science-fictive non-
places. Described as creating “zones

of compression and dispersion,” her
work utilizes strategies of montage

and recirculation, inviting an affected
response while simultaneously
measuring our capacity to know

what we encounter. She has exhibited
her work in international festivals
worldwide in Toronto, the Berlinale,
New York, London, Rotterdam,
Edinburgh, Oberhausen, Ann Arbor,
Shanghai Biennale and recently, her first
solo show with Jhaveri Contemporary, in
Mumbai.
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Night Noon

Original Title:

Director: Shambhavi Kaul, India
Experimental; 11 Min

Date & place of production: 2014,
India & USA

Language:

Synopsis: Unmoving rock collapsed
to ocean, geology’s ‘thrust and fold’
becomes the unlikely habitat for
two actors’ shadowy encounters
with sand, waves, night, desert,
dread, calm, trepidation and escape.

Mount Song

Director: Shambhavi Kaul, India
Experimental; 8 Min

Date & place of production: 2013,
India / USA

Language:

Synopsis: A current runs
underneath. It creeps under the
door, makes its way into the cracks,
revealing, obfuscating or breaking
as clouds in the sky.
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Shambhavi Kaul was born in Jodhpur,
India and currently lives in India

and the United States. Her cinematic
constructions conjure uncanny,
science-fictive non-places. Described

as creating “zones of compression

and dispersion,” her work utilizes
strategies of montage and recirculation,
inviting an affective response while
simultaneously measuring our capacity
to know what we encounter. She has
exhibited her work in international
festivals worldwide in Toronto, the
Berlinale, New York, London, Rotterdam,
Edinburgh, Oberhausen, Ann Arbor,
Shanghai Biennale and recently, her first
solo show with Jhaveri Contemporary, in
Mumbai.
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Marjan Riahi is the founder &
manager of Short Film News, the first
news network on short films and
documentaries in Iran & Asia (http://
en.shortfilmnews.com). She graduated
in Communications Science (major:
Journalism) and in Film Directing from
Iranian Young Cinema Society (IYCS).
She is a member of the International
Federation of Journalists IF], Journalists
Association of [ran, Iranian Society of
Film Critics & Writers, European Off
Film Awards and NETPAC.
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Iranian Ninja

Original Title: Il gl
Director: Marjan Riahi, Iran
Documentary; 30 Min

Date & place of production: 2014,
[ran

Language: Persian

Synopsis: This documentary
recounts the challenges, difficulties
and obstacles for Iranian women
who engage in «Ninjutsu” sports,
with Irans first female ninja
Khatereh Jalilzadeh.
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Olga Gorodetskaya was born in Moscow in 1983. In 2005, she graduated
from New Humanitarian University (Film and Television Production
Department), filmed 3 short films and worked as Assistant Director of TV
series. In 2006, she became the finalist of literary competition «Debut»
(2006). From 2011 - 2009, she worked for Fox International Productions
and currently heads the Projects Development Department in Leopolis Film
Company. Her films have played at various festivals.

- «The Dive», Cannes, Short Film Corner (2015); Moscow International Film

Festival (2015);

- “Gone Away”, “Sesily”, (2014, Tbilisi, Georgia);
- Art Short, Smolensk (2014), «Saint Anna» (2015, Moscow);
- “A Fairy Tale Told at Night”, at «Kinotavr» (2008, Sochi, Russia).

Gone Away

Original Title: Yuna

Director: Olga Gorodetskaya, Russia
Animation; 9:37 Min

Date & place of production: 2014,
Russia

Language: No Dialogue

Synopsis: The story is based

on a novel by famous Russian
writer Anton Chehov. An innocent
afternoon wife>s chatter about her
ideological and moral principles, in
the end, proves that every faith has
its certain limits.
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Madhuri Mohindar has directed various documentaries, including ‘«My
Kashmir» about being young in one of the most contentious regions of the
world, and «Red Roses» exploring the immigrant experience of South Asian
women via a beauty parlour in Queens, New York. She was a recipient of the
Manhattan Community Arts Fund Award for “My Kashmir” which has screened
in the United States, Europe and across India. Her film «Can>t Hide Me» has won
accolades at the Mumbai Women»s International Film Festival and the Cleveland
International Film Festival. She is also a Multimedia Producer with international
human rights non- profit Breakthrough, in India and the U.S., creating award
winning documentaries and multimedia campaigns to counteract violence and

discrimination against women.
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Camt Hide Me

Director: Madhuri Mohindar, India
Documentary; 26 Min

Date & place of production: 2014,
India

Languages: Hindi, English, Kannada

Synopsis: Women and girls are

often put down, silently, subtly.

They are bound by invisible chains
everywhere, always maintaining a
low profile, always crushing their
dreams. Is it possible for them to fight
back? And what happens when they
find the courage to do so? Parvati,
Mallika and Heena haven’t met each
other but they share more in common
than you would think. For they are
amongst those women who are
taking extraordinary steps to reclaim
the spaces that are rightfully theirs,
fighting the often invisible barriers
that keep women from freedom.

A House in the Fog

Original Title: as o slals
Director: Mokhtar Namdar, [ran
Documentary; 27 minutes

Date & place of production: 2014,
Iran

Language: Persian

Synopsis: Sorayya has been living
alone in a master>s house at the
foot of a mountain for a long time.
The house is the only reason she
tolerates all the hardships of living
alone in the wild.
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Mokhtar Namdar was born in

1980. He is a writer, director and
photographer. He started his career
as an assistant to some well-known
Iranian directors. As a director, he
has made 2 documentaries, which
won numerous awards from National
Festivals and events: Tales of Gil &
Galesh (2010); A House in the Fog
(2014)
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Daina Papadaki is director and producer. Born in Cyprus, Daina Papadaki loved the
arts, especially cinema from a young age. Later on she realized that in filmmaking,
there is no line dividing the “real” and the “make believe”. She graduated with a BA
degree in Visual Communications and obtained her MA in Fine Arts in Motion Pictures
Production/Directing from University of Miami. Having worked as assistant teacher
(for film production classes) at University of Miami, Daina has been based in Cyprus

Hassan Nazer, director, says: “Making ‘Utopia’ was a blessing for me. I'm an
immigrant myself, and who is an immigrant? Someone who has made a huge
and decisive leap in their life and is now living in a different part of the planet,
a new life, within some new kind of cultural rules. That’s what Janan has done.
You wouldn’t find many screenplays these days that take an optimistic view of
Afghanistan’s future, so when I read the screenplay the first time [ knew [ was since 2007, where she professionally directs and produces TV commercials, corporate
going to direct it.” Utopia has been filmed in Afghanistan, Tajikistan, India, and and music videos.

Scotland. Papadaki’s short films “Trapped Inside”, “Nightfall of Eden” and “5 Ways 2 Die”
were selected and received awards in numerous international film festivals. Daina is
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b, ‘_’Pla . ) - currently the Secretary of the board of directors of the Directors Guild of Cyprus.
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Director: Hassan Nazer, Iran
Fiction; 90 Min

Date & place of production: 2015,
Afghanistan

Language: Dari, English, Hindi

Synopsis: There are three interwoven
stories of loneliness and isolation.
Janan lives in war-torn Afghanistan,
her husband was badly wounded in

the conflict, he can’t move or speak

but she desperately wants to have a
child. William is a medical sciences
student in Scotland, who lost his father
in Afghanistan and has split with his
girlfriend. When Janan arrives at the
fertility clinic where William works,

he takes a special interest in her case.
Rahul is an intellectual living in Jaipur
who’s taken to hanging around the bars
after the death of his wife. His daughter
and son in-law buy him a taxi to keep
him out of trouble.

5 Ways 2 Die

Original Title: 5 TPOIIOI NA
[TEGANEIX

Director: Daina Papadaki, Cyprus
Short Film (dark comedy); 15:03
Min

Date & place of production: 2014,
Cyprus

Language: Greek

Synopsis: Makis explores different
ways of death, struggling to achieve
the most ideal result.
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Cleaning Time

Original Title: Etzlenu

Director: Alamork Marsha,
Ethiopia/Israel

Short Fiction; 15:17 Min

Date & place of production: 2013,
[srael

Language: Hebrew, Amharic

Synopsis: Assegedu, a -40year-
old Ethiopian woman, makes

a living cleaning the homes of

rich people. Her daughter Haile,
17, joins her after school. One
afternoon, Assegedu and Haile
find a microphone and play with
it, listening to the sound of their
voices. Soon enough things go
wrong and Assegedu finds herself
in a moral and economical dilemma
that will decide her future and her
relationship with her daughter.
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Alamork Marsha, born in Awash,
Ethiopia, in 1980 and moved to Israel
in 1991. She studied at the Tel Hai
College where she directed her first
short “Mulu”. She graduated from
Sam Spiegel Film School in 2012.
During her studies, she directed
“Korki” and her diploma film
“Cleaning Time.” “Fig Tree” which
won the 2014 Film Lab’s first prize,
was her first feature film.
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